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Subject: Coins at &.N.A.-- Putnam, E.D. 


How best to exhibit (Rochester Noumicmathé Bssoc. 
Rochester, NV] 


December Sth, 1920 _ 


E. De Put nan, ‘sge 
Rochester Nunismatic Assoc. . 
Exposition vrark, Rochester, N.Y. 


biy dear lr. Putnam: 


tour letter concerning suggestions for exhibiting the eee 
Association's coins is at hand. The next day Mr. Woodbury i 
came in, anid i showed him in detail our various me thod s ef 
steps era coins and medals. 

it is a very hard proposition to explain in a letter 
jast how and what we do, as our methods vary somewhat accord- 
ing to wnat we show, amd according to circumstances. 


We find that coins and smaller pieces show off better 
in flat cases than in upright or wall cases. Consecuently, 

‘we devote our wall cases to large medals, etc. Ur. Woodbury 
stated, however, that you had only flat cases and that trey 
were somehwet like ours. we find a black felt background 
answers best - especially, if you can get a good non-fading 
black. Other colours and shades are very apt to fade or go 
dingy; and sometimes colours though suited to one colour metal, 
such as gold er silver, are not always suitable for all the 
metals of which coins are made. 

Sometimes we display our coins in the black boxes we use 
for keeping them in, which have a white label on the box itself; 
sometimes we show coins out of the boxes and laid directly on 
the black felt. We try to make our labels as brief as pos- 
sible; and, aiso, try to show too few coins rather than too vany 
because they are snall and the tendency is to overcrowd 4 case. 
We consider it bad policy to show too much at one time because 
‘the public cannot taxe in the exhibition when they are bewildered 
with too much material. Also, too lengthy labels detract from 
_ the coins. in other words, the people have no time to look at 
‘the coins. We try to have most of ovr labels printed in gilt 


.B. Db. Putnam, “sq. . December 9th, 


on black cards; white carus are too glaring and make 

a case appear too snotty. Ve, also, have some . 
machines in the building that stamp out aluminum la- © 
bels - the same kind of machine that one sees in Amuse- 
ment places where you drop a penny or a nickle in and 
Gan ounch out your name. \ 

; ‘@he question of actual arrangement and. proper 
classification is something I cannot very well take. up - 
as that depends upon the individual knowledge of the — 
person arranging the exhibite 


. if you can talk with Mr. soodbury relative to 
some of the other suggestions 1 made, 1 think that that 
is abjut all we can do now until aa bring un ated 
questions. 


l bee to remain 
Very troly yours, 


Curator 


1920 


ce ‘rare 
C.D Prtnam 
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March 4, 1921. 


Mr. Howland Wood, 
Curator American Numismatic Societies, 
Broadway between 155th & 156 Sts., 


New York City. 


My dear Mr. Wood; 


The Rochester Numismatic Association is about 
to inaugurate a series of popular talks on coins. 
The Museum has secured a balopticon, but we find 
when projected on the screen they are sdOmewhat 
flat and not as distinct as we would like to have 
them. 


It was, therefore, suggested that I write and 
ask you if you know of any organizations or parties 
having lantern slides of coins that we might be able 
to obtain either by rental or through courtesy. The 
slides would, of course, be well taken care of and 
expenses necessary paid by the Association if not 
prohibitive. 


We feel that for the first two or three talks 
or lectures the coins illustrated should be prefer- 
ably U. S. or of such historical and romantic nature 
as would appeal to the general public. 


Can you offer any suggestions along this line 
and if so, will you kindly inform us of them? We 
shall be greatly obliged for any information you 
may have. I am 


Very truly yours, 


GON ee. Curator, 


EDP:FT, Rochester Municipal Museum. 


Dear Mr. Putnam: es oS ica i ee 


. 


Dr. 2. Le Comparette, U.SeMint, Philadelphia. 
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&xposition Park, Rochester , B tine 


x P ai Set ee p 
As we use our Ssanene tack ahow for. the tales 


which the staff and most of our members give here, we 


have never had any lantern slides made. We had som 1@ 
little trouble at first with our ‘machine but. we have 
largely overcome it by twisting the lights a little 
and having the Spalern ies! about: nei or 20 ) feet . 
the screen. : 3 Sos aes | 
If your enters, is the same as ours, you plee 
the coins in a tray underneath which opens 
by springs. We place our coins on ‘asbestos ates nd 
slide into this tray arrangement, and then with the Bee 
finger tilt down the back end about one ineh. | “This 
brings the relief of the coins out quite sharply. 
Of course, you have ot to change the focus;a litt 
experimenting is all that is necessary and I think 
will get fairly good results. Of course, with 
large medal, the top'or the pot yan, tae not be 
in fosuel ie 
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We do not know anyone who has any extensive Pe, 
lection of lantern slides of coins. You might write t 


Oe sch 
Very truly yours, — 


: 


